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which were spiritual matters and which temporal. Not only so,
but he could not even forbear to rush into print, and far from
pouring oil on troubled waters added fuel to the fire by the
publication of the Paroles cTun Croyant.
The publication of this book and the final condemnation of
Lamennais revealed a deep divergence of views in the ranks
of the Liberal Catholics. Some, like Montalembert and
Lacordaire, recoiled in horror before the precipice of disobedience
and schism that suddenly yawned before their feet; while
submitting, however, and stressing the term Catholic in the
definition of their creed, they considered themselves free to
continue their immediate propaganda along the two lines al-
ready indicated, avoiding such broader generalizations as could
seem to enrol the Church into one party; it was enough to
have weaned her from the Legitimist cause, a result obviously
confirmed by the Pope's negotiations with the Government
of Louis-Philippe. Of disobeying or ignoring the Papal
injunctions they had no intention.
The book Paroles d'un Croyant^ thousands of copies of which
were demanded in a few weeks, and which has been translated
into many languages, marks a double point in Lamennais'
development: it represents both a fully evolved democratic faith
and the virtual separation of Christianity from Catholicism.
" The Red cap on the Cross " said an erstwhile friend, aghast
and shocked. Condemnation at Rome was inevitable; it came
in June 1834. The first phase of Liberal Catholicism had come
to an untimely end by the excommunication of its leader.
Of the subsequent career of Lamennais it is scarcely neces-
sary to speak. Those who expected him, now that the breach .
with Rome was complete, to place himself boldly at the head
of a Christian democratic movement were disappointed. With
the break-up of the movement a great deal of his zeal and of
his powers as a leader seemed to go. He went on writing,
indeed, getting nearer and nearer to the Communist position,
but never broke away from religion enough to throw in his lot
with the Socialists of his day, who frankly rebelled against all
religious faith. His love for the people never faltered and was
largely returned; he was elected to the National Assembly in